
 
 

 
 

 Hudson Valley Honor Flight Youth Guardian Program Explainer   
            

18 July 2025 
 
The Hudson Valley Honor Flight (HVHF) and Orange County American Legion (OC Legion) and Legion 
Riders (OC Legion Riders) youth guardian program identifies, vets, and funds youth guardians on Honor 
Flights departing from Stewart International Airport (SWF) and Westchester County Airport (HPN).  
 

This program provides opportunities for youths to escort Vietnam-era and other veterans on Hudson 
Valley Honor Flights to bring these veterans to visit the monuments built in their honor in our nation’s 
capital and then receive a “welcome home” for which many have waited over a half-century.  
 

While it provides youths a first-hand opportunity to gain a greater understanding of the meaning and value 
of patriotism, service, and sacrifice, it assures these veterans that their legacy and stories will live long 
beyond them. This helps pass the baton of leadership from one generation of Americans to the next. 
 

Youth guardians are of two types: students at least 17 years old on flight day, including high school seniors 
and local college or trade school students; and young veterans who have or are serving. Students must be 
vetted and endorsed by their principal’s or dean’s office, based mostly on leadership, community service, 
and citizenship potential. Young veterans are members of Active, Guard, or Reserve military commands or 
veterans under the age of 40 who have served honorably. Qualifying veterans who are members of 
community or county level police, fire and rescue, or other first-response organizations are highly desired.  

Applications are through the local American Legion post 

(students) and the OC Legion Riders (young veterans). The local 

Legion Post or OC Legin Riders coordinate funding for each 

youth guardian ($500). Direct sponsors ($500) or general 

donations to the program are most welcome.  

After mission completion, the HVHF issues certificates of 
appreciation to all youth guardians successfully accomplishing 
their Honor Flight missions. They also receive 20 hours of 
community service credit and can go to the Luncheon of Honor. 
 

Youth guardians are highly encouraged to provide a presentation or report on their experience to their 
sponsoring and affiliated organizations, the media, and other members of their community, explaining 
what they saw and learned and why other young people should apply for the program. Posting these on 
school or organizational social media and tagging the HVHF and OC Legion Riders would also help. 
 

Applications for the spring flights from SWF and HPN are due no later than 1 March and 1 April, 
respectively; the fall application is due no later than 1 August. See the program memorandum for details. 
 

Go to the HVHF website or OC Legion Riders pages on the OC Chamber of Commerce website, or contact: 
  

Christopher Holshek, Col, U.S. Army (Ret.), Orange County American Legion and Legion Riders, 
holshek@hotmail.com or 1.845.800.6880, or 
 

Jennifer De Francesco, R.N., Executive Director, jennifer.hvhonorflight@gmail.com, 1.845.391.0076, 
or Carol Smith, Vice Chair, carol.hvhonorflight@gmail.com, 1.845.568.7048. 
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